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::::: Book Review :::::

Shehar e Afsos / شہر افسوس is the most popular written book by Intizar Hussain, which first published in 1972. Shehr-e-Afsos is a 1977 collection of seventeen short stories and an essay written by Intizar Hussein. It offers more abstract, symbolic and experimental forms than the more traditional themes in memoirs, memoirs, religious history, traditions, legends and epics that he explored throughout his career. It can be a painful experience, but it is also a healing process. It is an attempt to return our audience to a journey of self-discovery, to untie the knots that impede our advancement and the root causes of our current malaise. And they tell us that the Partition madness was a temporary phenomenon “Shehr-e-Afsos” breaks that illusion. The Intizar Hussain story is told in dastaan style and has universal appeal. But the 1971 imprint is not too difficult to notice. The anguish of a RO.W, being imprisoned in a field located in the city of his birth says it all.
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