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On December 5, 2012, American physician Dilip Joseph and two colleagues returned to Kabul, Afghanistan, after treating villagers that morning at a rural clinic. Suddenly, a man with an AK-47 blocked their way. More armed men jumped out of their hiding places. For Dilip, this is the beginning of a nightmare: he is being kidnapped by the Taliban. Dilip and his friends endure an hour-long trek through the mountains, enduring horrific images of torture and death and repeated death threats. Four days later, Dilip was released on a daring and deadly rescue that claimed the life of a Seal Team Six operator. However, it is more than a story of frustration, survival and loss. It’s also a story of amazing connection, empathy and inspiration. When Dilip begins to see the Taliban not as monsters but as men, both he and his captives are challenged to test everything: courage, sacrifice, hope and faith. Lapel Copy: With a flip of his rifle, the leader points to the hill to the left. There is no way. I looked up and saw more armed men on a hill about two hundred feet above us. Anxiety awoke in me like the black oil of a well. These are not ordinary thieves. It is very systematic. The Taliban kidnapped me. When we walk, I have the worst fears: when we get to the top, we will be shot. God, whatever it is, please don’t torture me to death. Make it once and that’s it. It’s amazing how quickly anything we take can be torn down. Within minutes, I lost all control of my life. All I can do is take a step, take a breath and expect another opportunity. He has passed. Breathing. Expectations The story of the kidnapping terror and victory by the Taliban. After reading this dramatic and inspiring account, you will never see Afghanistan or the Taliban in the same way again.
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